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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST, 


Seir-Dealal. 

Life has been likened to the shore 
Which border* on eternity, 
Whose ocean roll* relentlessly, 

Claiming its victims evermore. 

While man, intent' on transient gain, 
Is groping pebbles in his hand, 
And ever building on the sand; 

Alas t that he shonll work in vain. 

He makes the glittering dnst his boast — 
It fills his heart — it Minds his eyes — 
He sees not that the blessing lies 
With him who gives and scatters most. 
Tes so it Is I The heavenly test 
Is self denial, early taught ; 
The 'taking op" availeth naught— 
o "givetb up* is truly blest. 

— mm York Observer. 
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Free Moral Agency, 


BY j. H. WOBST. 

"Reward is based upon merit,' * said the preaehei 
and he also explained how merit was contingent, 
upon free moral agency, bnt I oonld not under- 
stand clearly his meaning. "How did you under- 
stand it brother John ?" 

"Easy enough," exclaimed John. "If a man is 
not free to do wrong there is no merit in rising 
right. It is doing right from the highest of mo- 
tives while the ability or temptation to do wrong 
is present that makes right doing meritorious.** 

"What then is the use of law, and wherein is it 
meritorious to obey law. The laws of God must 
be obeyed, and in obeying thorn or disobeying them 
there is merit or demerit, if I understand you oor 
reotly." 

"That is not what the preacher meant," said 
John. "He bad reference to the commandments 
of Christ and the apostles, and to all that the gos- 
pel enjoins or prohibits. He said that the gospel 
is disciplinary and prohibitory. By obeying it 
honestly and intelligently and regarding its pro- 
hibitions religiously, it fits a man for the duties of 
life, restrains him from doing evil, and prompts him 
to do good." 

"But there are many evils not mentioned in the 
gospel and many good things not enjoined. How 
does the Christian stand related to them ?" 

"Why, therein is the real domaiu of tree moral 
agency," explained John. 

"True, to obey or disobey positive law, map is 
free ; but not so free as when there is no law, be- 
cause law is restraint, and the /sot of the law re- 
strains a man at least to some extent But when 
there is no law there is no restraint, and within 
Ma limit a man acts according to the promptings 
of his nature. Herein he exemplifies his real self 
and without law to direct bim, or fear to restrain 
him, his conduct becomes the iudex of his heart." 

"But has not the church the right to make rules 
where they seem necessary so that a man may 
walk wholly by law and not risk himself by follow- 
ing bis individual judgment?" 

"Not without thwarting the will of God," ' said 
John. "God evidently intended that within cer- 
tain limits man Bhall be absolutely a free moral 
agent Your theory would make him a mere ma- 
chine operated wholly by other, and so far as he is 
concerned, irresponsible minds. He eould have 
credit for no merit, because be has exercised no 
freedom, no judgment, no reason. So far as he is 
concerned his conduct is shaped from without, and 
not from within, and like a machine is operated by 
a power apart and separate from himself. It has 
been tried for eighteen hundred years by every 
form of spoetacy, and in every instance has finally 
broken down beneath its certain corruption, or 
continues as a monument of spiritual degeneracy 
It never worked and neyer will work, and God's 
hand is against it still. The leprosy of dissolution 
is stamped upon it everywhere." 
"Why will it not work P 
"Why has it not worked I* 
"I don't know." 

"I do. Because it has dethroned reason, ban- 
ished judgment, courted despotism, and expelled 
lore." 
"How so ?" 

"Just thus. Obeying such laws as Qod has 
given the church, recognising those prohibitions 


mentioned in the gospel, and obeying them with 
the high purpose of pleasing God, it will transform 
a man, change his mind, change bis heart, and 
make him a 'new creature in Christ Jesus.' Thus 
transformed be will square his life outride of law 
from influences generated from wititin the law. 
Here be testa himself. Here God tests him. He 
mutt have this realm of free agency wherein he can 
do right because it is right and eschew evil be- 
cause it is wrong. It the church baa the right to 
bridge over this realm with positive law, then it 
would be better still for God to destroy the devil 
and make us juBt as He wants us, and ' abandon 
the idea of this earth-life preparation for heayen." 
"Is there no form of restraint save in the gos- 
pel?" 

"Certainly, the highest power in the universe 
outside of ihe gospel and Qod, for bending man's 
stubborn will. It is the power of love or moral 
suasion. Exercising it, it benefits both the strong 
and weak, and constitutes an agency more potent 
than the mandate of a Caesar. It gives each an 
opportunity to become a worker in the Lord's vine- 
yard, it develops love and harmony, it stones out 
tyranny and pride and accomplishes what is deeir 
able — reformation instead *f criuging submission. 
I appeal to yourself. You walk disorderly. Your 
brethren and sisters 'exhort' you tenderly, 'entreat' 
you lovingly, instruct' you, patiently, 'admonish' 
you kindly, and 'pray' for yon faithfully ; or sup- 
pose they summon you before a counsel and com- 
mand you to make confession on penalty of expul- 
sion — which would affect you more favorably ?" 

"I suppose the former ; but there are those who 
may not yield to either, what then ?" 

"There are few that will not yield to the former 
— the gospel law. Bnt there are certain tares that 
must be allowed to grow with the wheat When 
you have carnal laws added to the word of God in 
order to bridge over the domain of free moral agen 
cy you have no tares , you make no allowance for 
tares. Your judgments are oomplete and you rec- 
ognize no tares. Your membera are not free 
agents. Tbey have no prerogative outside of obe 
dience, except to leave tho church. As machines 
tbey submit their judgment to the judgment of a- 
tribunal composed. of carnal men, who without the* 
Holy Spirit make laws, adding prohibitions and 
commandments to the gospel that must be obeyed 
in order to church fellowship, oven to legalizing or 
illegalizing baptism when performed precisely as 
Christ commanded it. Sometimes this is done by 
limitations at to dates, but generally as to the in- 
dividual administering it The legitimate out- 
growth of it is to dethrone God. That is, to dis- 
pense with the necessity of a God save for the pur- 
pose of ratifying tha work and decisions of 'the 
church,' The 'judgment' of God in that great day 
will consist solely in ratifying the work or judg- 
ments of the oburch. Nothing is supposed to slip 
through the church net with its elaborate system 
of visits, counsels, etc,, and the tares are all weeded 
out and burned here." 

"Ah I no, uncle Henry, the whelo system is 
wrong, popeish, and Anti-Chri*t. It is a body of 
carnal men assuming to go beyond their preroga- 
tive of personal salvation, and to also do the work 
that can only be done by the Almighty. Shon it 
It will come to naught It is spiritual larceny." 


Pointers. 


BY B. L. HJLDEBRAND. 

While at the home of a brother some time since, 
after a pleasant evening's chat, we retired for the 
usual night's rest and soon was slumbering care- 
less of all surroundings. About 1 a. m., just in 
the harvest of dreamland, there came that piercing 
cry, "fire," which startled all from their repose. In 
terror we rushed out only to find one of the out- 
buildings in flames, and the house with it, a few 
moments ago sleeping inmates in iminent danger. 
When people think they are in security then they 
are in greatest danger. How many are asleep 
thoughtless of the inevitable end ¥ 

"As in the days of Noah so shall also the com- 
ing of man be. Therefore be ye also ready, for in 
such an hour as ye think not the Son of man Com- 
eth," when it will woe be to the idle servant, the Mas- 1 
ter will u mt bim asunder and appoint him his por-' 


tion with the hypocrites : there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth." Math, ixv : 37, 44. 

BLOWY up. 

At a little town in the state of Indiana, there 
lives a man, that persists in running a saloon, al- 
though the people have with the use of explosives 
blown op bis stand three times already. The other 
week they treated him and his shop to another 
dose of dynamite. Whether' he will continue to 
carry on the nefarious business is not known. One 
thing certain, the time will come when such fellows 
will long for an opportunity to rectify their mis- 
takes, but then It will be too late. The damnation 
they deal oyer the bar to their fellow man will 
come back to them with usuiy. 

"Whatsoever a man sowetb that shall he also 
reap," and "they that sow the wind shall reap the 
whirlwind." 

PLANTING PUMPKIN 8BBDS. 

Some years ago, while at home in the west, I re- 
member one beautiful June morning father told 
brother and I to go to the corn field and drill some 
pumpkin seeds in with tbe corn, putting from two 
to three seeds in each hill. We took tbe seeds, 
about a gallon in all, and divided them equally be- 
tween us, when we went to do our tedious task, 
We aimed to complete tbe work that day, but 
long e'er noon, my brother had planted his share 
of the seeds, while I bad full two- thirds of mine 
left. On accosting him as to why be pot so many 
in a hill ? be replied, that, "the more he put in at a 
time tbe sooner be would get done." 

So with many people's religious duties : they 
look upon them as ugly tasks and so aim to get 
enough on Sunday to last them all week ; consid- 
ering only the present gain and not the future crop. 
BHt Christ says, "he that taketh not his cross, and 
followeth not after me is not worthy of me," for 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light ; "and be 
thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a 
crown of life." He sends us into a grand vineyard 
to work and he expects us not to shirk duty, but 
to ever be "fervent in spirit serving the Lord." 
AULia 
Years ago while the "Dunkard Church" was 
traveling on placid seas, and storms of dissention 
were unknown. 

Bro. Bashor held a revival in the Fair View 
church, Ind. It was among one of his first effoits, 
and all went well with the exception that he was 
not dressed in the "order." When some of the 
"old brethren" talked with him about the innova- 
tion, we learn he told them, that he was too poor to 
buy anotber suit 

The "meek" that always did "inherit the earth" 
concluded that this state of affairs would never do. 
So they drew their heavy wallets and contributed 
enough of their "lucre" to buy the required cloth. 
There was painful suspense while the tailor was at 
work, but finally the suit was made, and oar broth- 
er sallied forth dressed in the uniform, no doubt as 
proud as a little boy with his first boots. Great 
was the rejoicing in the camp when our modem 
Hector stalked forth with the whole "armour" on ■ 
many were the node of assent and the smiles of con- 
mendation the old east upon him while the young 
and valiant crowded around to congratulate him 
on his fine appearance. Why continue, it is need- 
less to say tbe meeting was a grand success. But 
weeks later when our brother left lor other fields 
of labor, for some mysterious reason, the beauti- 
ful (?) uniform was left behind. I believe it is in 
the neighborhood to this day. . 

This reminds me of some people making a pro- 
fession. They put on the armour of the Lord for 
a season, bnt when temptations come they go back 
into tbe ways of sin. 

They are like the seed tbat fell in stony places - 
spring up and grow for a season, bnt when tbe 
sun's r«ys strike them tbey soon wither and die 
because of the lack of moisture and earth. 

Jesus says, "No man baring put his band to the 
plow and looking back is fit for the kingdom of 
heaven." 

BJUBOTKD, 

Our Conservative brethren in this yioinity have 
been having trouble of lata Finally their elder 
sent for tbe adjoining elders. But when they came 
the church refused to have them act on the ease. 
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